
ItsAcou

  

This ne
resultin
multitra
instrum
added a
taken up

Importa
presenc
Angus’
scored a
persona
Perhaps
realised
felt them
standard
feel I co
makes q

The pre
pop, an
possible
keen fla
song.  

The ope
cha-cha
arrange
Happily
reflectiv
Lindisfa
enables
Cath’s h
Close M

ustica – HER

w album is 
ng in a riche
acking (with

mental skills 
accordion, ti
p the ukulel

antly, this la
ce by bringin
s ever-impr
a bullseye in
alities in a g
s the album
d sense of pr
m to be slig
d of the CD
ould grab an
quite an imp

evailing mod
d increasing
e way), for 
air for instru

ening song, 
a vibe, while
ement and th
y Ever After
ve territory,

farne (with a
s Twisted Pa
harmonies o

My Eyes inv

RE WE AR

I g
An
pla
Se
to 
mu
gig
alr
so
pr

a massive l
er, fuller pal
hout overdo
(Andy’s pl

in whistle a
le!).  

atest set also
ng their self
ressive, brill
n bringing o

genuinely re
’s title also 
resence and

ghtly unassu
D’s ten new 
nd isolate a 
pact even on

de of ItsAco
gly I found 
both Cath a
umental col

Magnificen
e the tender
he cascading
r bounds alo
, while Ove
a nod to The
ath to make
on this track
vokes CSN 

RE (Organic

greatly enjo
ndy and Cat
ain Acousti
essions, whi
more than 

usically at t
gging has w
ready impre

ongwriting b
esentation o

leap forward
ette that ma

oing it), also
ethora of gu

and bass to h

o manages t
f-penned so
liantly intui
out both the
esponsive st
reflects the

d individuali
umingly hid
songs is un
standout tra
n first playt

oustica’s mu
myself rem

and Andy ha
our and flav

nt Light, en
r ballad You
g fairground
ong in on a 
rcoat Days 
e Band in th
 its mark in
k too!); the 
and the wes

c Soup OSR

yed Welcom
th Higgins, 
ica. That CD
ich – while 
a stopgap, a
the time. A 
won them pl
essive confi
but also now
of their mat

d, and much
akes excelle
o focussing 
uitars make
her grand vi

to build on t
ongs into the
itive engine
e essence an
tudio enviro
e duo’s grea
ity of late (t

ding their lig
nfailingly hig
ack, this wa
through.  

music is tune
minded of Pe

ave excellen
vouring app

ngages the e
ur Heart Ma
d-waltzery t
driving per
harks back 

here too per
n a quirky ki
ringing, chi
st-coast sou

RAC. 04) 

me To…, th
who up till

D was follow
pleasing – (
a snapshot o
few years f
lenty of new
idence, espe
w in the incr
terial.  

h more of a
ent use of th
on the two 
 a truly won
iolinistic arm

the strength
e forefront (

eering and p
nd the intens
onment with
ater ambition
there had be
ghts under th
gh – even th
as simply be

eful acoustic
ete and Mau
nt voices fo
propriate to 

ar immedia
akes Room 
tempo of th
rcussive riff
to the early

rhaps). A sp
ind of Roch
iming guitar

und as much

he earlier stu
 now had ca
wed by a liv
(with hindsi
of where the
further on, a
w friends an
ecially with 
reasingly pr

conscious s
he possibilit
musicians’ 
ndrous soun
moury – an

hs of their fr
(no covers t
roduction e
sity of the p

hin an utterly
ns and defin
een times w
he proverbi
hough I didn
ecause virtu

c-based cont
ura Kennedy
r that kind o
that of the m

tely with its
employs a g

he title track
f before ente
y-70s rootsy
parse, uke-ce
hes/Kate-Bu
rs and soft s

h as anything

udio offerin
alled thems
ve set, The 
ight) didn’t
e duo was 
and extensiv
nd boosted t

regard to th
rofessional 

studio prod
ties of 
clearly dev

nd, while Ca
nd they’ve b

resh and vit
this time), a
expertise ha
performers’ 
ly classy rec
nitely more 

when previou
ial bushel). A

dn’t immedia
ually every s

ntemporary f
y (in the bes
of material 
message of 

s sensuous t
gorgeous str
k is quite ch
ering more 
y-folk of 
entric backd

ush way (lov
string-scape

ng else (and 

ng from 
elves 
Oban 
t amount 

ve 
heir 
he 

duction, 

veloping 
ath’s 

both 

tal live 
and Ron 
s again 

cording. 
fully 
usly I’d 
And the 
ately 
song 

folk-
st 
and a 

f each 

tex-mex 
ring 

harming. 

drop 
ve 
e of 
the 



slide solo is glorious!), and the harmonica-flecked Just One captivates with its mood of 
Paxtonesque wistful nostalgia. And so it goes.  

Although serious accomplishment is the order of the day here, Andy and Cath always manage 
to retain an essential accessibility and listener-friendly lightness of touch that ably 
complements their songs’ messages and clear-sighted sense of purpose. And the 
accompanying design, artwork and packaging are all first-class and very attractive indeed. 
What an achievement all round! (But as a footnote: altho’ I can appreciate the reasoning, the 
duo’s adoption of that rather unwieldy extra syllable upfront makes for a bit of a 
typographer’s nightmare, just like the fad for illogical or inconsistent use of lower-case that 
dogs so many other acts nowadays – grr!)  

“Here We Are” is, I believe, at present available only from  

www.itsacoustica.com, at just £10 incl. P&P – great value! 

 


