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less able and well-judged; Alan Collier adds some sensitive whistle to Braw Sailing On 
The Sea, while John brings a suitably wistful harmonica counterpoint to the crew’s 
account of Ewen Carruthers’ Was It You? towards the end of the disc. (I believe in 
giving credit where it’s due, so it would’ve been good to have included those personnel 
details in the booklet notes, but this is a minor point of presentation I realise.)  

Tempos are generally well considered, although there’s arguably a slight tendency to 
briskness on occasion (I do feel Richard Grainger’s mighty Death Of Nelson loses a 
little gravitas by being shoehorned into just over two minutes). And the recording is 
faithful, exhibiting a good sense of internal balance that also copes well with the 
subtleties of the crew’s ensemble work.  

In short, anyone who’s experienced the keen enthusiasm and vital force of Monkey’s 
Fist live will find When The Sun Goes Down a truthful – and irresistible – memento. 

http://www.monkeysfistshanty.co.uk/ 

 


